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MR HAM MO N D. 


() F this gentleman, author of the Love-Elegies, 

very little is known, except that he was ſecond ſon 
of Anthony Hammond, who was married to a ſiſter 
of Sir Robert Walpole. His father was Commiſ- 
ſioner of the navy in the reign of Queen Anne, and 


was conſpicuous by his eloquence in Parliament. 


James, his ſecond ſon, was born 17 10, and received 
his education at Weſtminſter-ſchool, where he ac- - 
8. quired a correct taſte, | and: warm a of the 


dlaſſical models; but it does not appear, that he ever. 


: ſtudied at any Univerſity. At an early period of 
life, he was made equerry to the prince of Wales, 


50 ' father of his preſent majeſty; and was honoured with 


the friendſhip of thoſe, who, at that time, gave'the 


tone to ſentiment and faſhion. Among theſe, we 


may mention Lyttelton, Cobham, and. Cheſterſield. 
The firſt of theſe noblemen celebrates the Elegies 


in the following ſtanza, ſent with a copy of them, 
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ſhe could l abus a tin at- 
tachmert. His Elegies were compoſed before he 
reached his l 'wentysſecond year, but the Prologue | 


MI. JAMES HAMMOND. 1 
itten little before his death. Thoſe diſtin- 
guihed by the name of Delia, were addreſſed to a 
Miſs Daſhwood, with whom he was ſeriouſly i in love, 
but who was neither to be moved by his conſtancy 
re rve, to the inter- 


nor poetry 5 Some aſeribe h, 
poſition of frients;whd oppoſed their union. on ac- 
count of the incompetency of | ar-fortunes! ©O- 
thers thinks, that gen of political intereſts had 
baſe Homme is hae 
XV. by: Lord — the Lad c rand diam, as ex 
. of her men and reſolved, if poſible, 
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for Truro o in Cornwall but died next 

the ſeat of his friend and * 
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The He were publiſhed. after. his ASI a 
recommendatory preface b the carlof Cheſterfield, 
As a writer, it may be a ſufficient. excuſe tor {lighter 
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blemiſhes, that his pieces were never intended for 
the public 25 
expreſs the various emotions of a Pen yhich 0 


felt. Hegenerally,copied;a at, on ſentiment tr 
Tibullus and other antients, but i it is to has regratted, 


e. They were written 0 to 


that he copied too much * auen Allegory 
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Abwhy, dearYouth! in all the menen prime 
Of vernal genius, where diſcloſing. faſt _ 
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Ms. JAMES HAMMOND. 
Why wert thou raviſh' d from our hope ſo ſoon? 


& 5 "Ab! only ſhow'd to check our fond purſuits, 
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And t. teach our humbled hopes, that life is vain! 
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| That Hor thus attends 


And ſteals in ſecret glooms the pious tear. 
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vi LIFE OF Ma. HAMMOND. 
But vain, alas! thy fancy, fondly gay, 
Trac'd the fair ſcenes of dear domeſtic life; 
The ſportive Loves forſook»their wanton play 
To paint tor thee, the miſtreſs, friend, and wife. 
One caught from Delia's lips, the winning ſmile, 
One from her eyes. hislittle ſoul inſpir'd; 

Then ſeiz d thy pen, and ſmooth'd thy flowing ſtyle, 
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Hlegy I. Or bie falingin lo 
K II. Unable to ſatisfy the covetous hear oe” 
| Neaera, he intends making a ca npaign, 
and try if poſkhſocb-Gyminieri:: oy blog 2 
Elegy III. He upbraids and threatenb th Avarice 
of Neaerg, andd reſobes tu quit 
Elegy IV. To his friend, written under the con- | 
finement of a long indiſpoſition 8 
n V. The lover is at firſt introduced ſpeak- 
"BY ing to his ſervant, he afterwards addreſſes 
himſelf to his miſtreſs, and at laſt there ĩs a 
8 ſuppoſed i interview between them 10 
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Elegy VI. He adjures Delia to pity him by 
their friendſhip with Caclia, who was lately 


dead — e e, 


Elegy VII. On Delia's being in the country, 
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To her, I firſt avbw d my timorous flame. 

She nurs d my hopes, and taught me how to ſue, 
She till would pity, what the wiſe might blame, 


And feel bor; weakneſs, which ſhen never r knew: . 


a | 2 


Ah do not grieve che dear lamented ſhade, 
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That hovering round us, all my ſufferings hears, | . 
She is my faint, to her, my pray'rs are ma de, Z 


With oft-repeated gifts of. flowers and | tears: 2. „ 
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And lonely ſiting by the flent ſtone, 
1 tell! it all the ie grief my wrongg inſpire, MTs 5 
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Ceaſe, anc man, „ the mournfl hams OY 075 
Though much thou ſuffer, to thyſelf complain. 
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Ah to recall the ſad remembrance ſpare, 


One tear-from her, is more than all thy pain. 
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A: H what 0 thy lover's pious care? 

His laviſh incenſe clouds the ſky i in vain, 

Nor wealth, nor greatneſs was his idle prayer, . 
For thee alone he pray'd, thee hop d to gain; 


With thee ! hop'd fo waſte the pleaſing day. 
Till in thy arms an age of joy was paſt, 
Then old with love inſenſibly decay. 

And on thy boſom air . my laſt. 


I ſcorn the Lydian river's golden wave, 

And all the vulgar charms of human life; 
I only alk, to live my Delia's ſlave 
And when I Jag h have ſervd her, call her wiſe : 


I a aſk; of her I * poſſe, 

To fink o'ercome with bliſs in ſafe repoſe, | 
To ſtrain her yielding beauties to my breaſt, 
And kiſs her wearied eye- lids till they cloſe. 
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Where is the wit, that heighten d beauty's charms? 
Where is the face, that fed my longing eyes? 
Where is the ſhape, that might have bleſt my arms? 
Where all thoſe hopes, relentleſs fate denies? 
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And, what is till more precious, give thy tear. 
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By all our guarded ſighs, and hid deſires, 
Oh may our guiltleſs love be ſtill the fame! 
I burn, and glory in the pleaſing fires, 

If Delia 8 boſom ſhare the mutual flame. 
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Thou happy genius of her natal hour, 

Accept her incenſe, if her thoughts be kind 
But let her court in vain thy angry power, 

If all our yows are blotted from her mind. = 
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Or bind the ſhepherdels, or looſe the ſwain, 
Yet rather guard them both, with equal care, 


And let them che together, in thy chain. 
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TO THE MORE SERIOUS VANITIES OF THE WORLD. 


| Tax mn man, who ſharpen' d firſt the warlike feel, 


How tell and deadly was his iron heart, 


He gave the wound, encountring nations feel, 


And death grew ſtronger, by his fatal art: 


Yet not from ſteel, debate and battle roſe, 
'Tis gold oerturns the even ſcale of life, 
Nature is free to all, and none were foes, 


Till partial luxury began the ſtrife. 


Let ſpoil and victory adorn the bold, 
While I inglorious neither hope nor fear, 


Periſh the thirſt of honour, thriſt of gold. 
Ere for my abſence Delia loſe a tear. 


Why ſhould the lover quit his pleaſing home, 


In ſearch of danger, on ſome foreign ground? 


Far from his weeping fair ungrateful roam, 


And riſk, in every ſtroke, a double wound: 


CCC 


htly bowl, 


rig 


P 


/ 


A 


the i 


ain th 
f my darling 


1 


1d 


Ah better far, beneath the ſpreading ſhade, 


With chearful friends to 


———— oxide 


n 


id, 


ma 


eauties o 


To ſing the b 


3 


* 


deſir 


* 


, WI 


# 


+ 


e 


7 


* 
— 


th 


7 


is 


th ſoftne 


Omèe WI 


7 


O erc 


= 


8 


5 


* 


8 h 


ben . 
1 
* 


| , 


A 


— 


4 
+? 


its N 
"RY 4p 


tC 


Till, qu 


So” 
we 
» % 
* 8 
2 
[2 
* * 


2 
3 
2 
' 


„ „ ot 


— 
x 


Ll 
4 te 
2 4 


Fog oP 


- 


"- 
* 
—— — 
e 
5 
RY 
= 7 
* 
* 
\ 


7 
* 3 87 — 


. 


+4, 
wa. Ivo 
* 

Tz 


vx. 


f i 
19 

— 
» rs; 


1 
* 
* 
oy 


4 
; 
5 


3 » * — \ 
: „ . * > ny 
— * _ — 2 . 
0 
* N 
- = Net 8 Q 
— — * * _ _ 4 
Wo 5 * — SHE 
: * 75 £ | | > 
a « 4% \ 5 4 a 1 N £Y 
> — S - b co. 
. 1 , ; — 4 - | * 1 
4 7 If Y F N : * . 1 "I - 4 
. o 4 x» 
* * » * = * g 1 * - 
= £ - 
« * 


* * 4 
5 9 * — ; 
I OP x? , N = 1 
1 F- i 4 Y 4 1 Y 1 * ae — # 2 1 
* TY SY * — : 4 a 1 4 * 4 2 1 > 4 . 
: 8 4 "> Sf , * PO" | 4 11 . 2 by ? N 1 bh £ * 4 . * — * 0 N 5 
% ” a © * I” AS... ba 93 . y 
x = . £7 . 7 4 . 
% * , » þ r * £ 2 A 
"ant i * og oh * x. » ; ; . 
7 = e : * 
— . ; q * - 4 
. - © 4 * . 


2 © 
" 5 7 EF — * 
& 442 2 1 £1 118 98 5; : 
F. &- +. 


| 0 3 10 00 ene er my has furpriſe, 
This folemn league did firſt our paſſion bind: 


. 


| Thou, only hou; cant . nens 


1 


wy ee voice 


"2" op 4» 


Þ ! Th 
115 tots} iw om G ie 


Oh that ap a 2 
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No need of envy,---let me happy be, 
T little care, that others know me bleſt. 


With thee, in gloomy deſerts let me dwell, 

Where never human footſtep mark d the ground; 
Thou, light of life, all darkneſs canſt expell, 
And ſeem a world, with ſolitude around. 


I ſay too much---my heedleſs words reſtore; _ 
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RETIRED INTO THE COUNTRY, 


3 ET others boaſt their heaps of ſhining gold, 
And view their fields with waving plenty crown d, 
Whom neighbouring foes in conſtant terror hold, 


And trumpets break their ſlumbers never ſound: 


While calmly poor, I trifle life away, E 
Enjoy ſweet leiſure, by my chearful fire, 
No wanton hope, my quiet ſhall betray; | 
Burcheapl beſt n com each vain deſire 


With imely care, III 8 my little field, 
And plant my orchard, with its maſter's . 
Nor bluſh to ſpread the hay, the hook to wield, 


Or range my ſheaves along the . land. 
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I meet a ſtrolling kid, or blecting lamb, .. 
Under my arm Tll'bring the wanderer: m—_ 15 
And not a little chide its thoughtleſs dam. 
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In gloomy foreſts tend my lonely flock: ds 451 10 « 
For her, a goat-herd, dimb the mo n gains * W 
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Beauty and worth, in her alike contend 

To charm the fancy, and to fix the mind; 
In her, my wife, my miſtreſs, and my friend, 
I taſte the joys of ſenſe and reaſon join d. 


On her I'll gaze, when others loves are Ger „ 
And dying preſs her with my clay- cold hand— 


Thou weep'ſt already, as I were no more, 
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And could ſpeak with eloquence and eaſe, 
Till now not ſtudious of the art to _ 
Could Ifhtweniahfitiofo oftexclaim, . 
Expoſe (nor bluſh) thy triumph, and my ſhame, 
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Can long abuſe a fond, unthinking maid. 
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Thy unexperienc'd youth might ſoon believe; 
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In vain for me, thy honeſt heart i is true; 
For wouldit thou fix diſhonour on my name, 


And give me up to penitence and ſhame? 


Or gild my ruin, with the name of Wife, 
And make me a Poor virtuous wretch for life? _ 
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His torch inverted, and hi 
Though every ſofter with were amply crown d. 


face in tears. 


Love ſoon would ceaſe tofmilewhere Fortune frownd: 
Then would thy ſoul; my fond confent deplore, | 


And blame what it ſolicited before; 
Thy own exhauſted would reproach my walk. 
And fay, I had undone thy blinded youth; 
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Eclips'd thy talents, and obſcur d thy fame; 


The jealous demons, i in my own fond a” 


40 ANSWER TO ELEGY XV. 
That I had damp'd_ Ambition's nobler fame, 


To madrigals and odes, that wit confin'd 
That would i in ſenates or in courts have ſhin d. 
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Gloriouſly active, i in thy country s cauſe, 


* freedom, ang e — 
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Or foy, | 40 belt that N kind I 


You only mourn'd, and ſilently i repin d; 
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Would all theſe thoughts inceſſantly ITY 


Andallthatſenſemu bfeel denken 
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Yet added grief 1 my- apprehenſion fills: .. "bh, 77 
(If there can be addition to thoſe ill) Lea: 
8 When they ſhall cry, whoſe harſh mbH I hid 


6 Twas thy own deed; thy folly on thy head!” 


— Age knows not to allow for thoughtles Fowl 
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Nor pities tenderneſs, nor honours truth; 


Holds it romantic to confeſs: a heart; tb eee 

And ſays thoſe virgins act a wiſer part FOR, 
Who hoſpitals and bedlams would hs 
To find the rich, and only dread the poor; 
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Who, legal proſtitutes, for intereſt Ke 


Clodios and Timons to their boſkme rake, 


ANSWER 10 ELEGY xv. Ys 
And if avenging Heaven permit EG: 
People the world, with folly and diſeaſe. 
Thoſe titles, deeds, and rent- rolls, only wed, 
Whilſt the beſt bidder mounts the venal bed; 
5 And the grave aunt and formal ſire approve £ : 
This nuptial ſale, this auction of their love. - : 


- But if regard to worth or ſenſe be ſhown, 
That poor degenerate child her Hiends diſown 
Who dares to deviate, by a biftödus choice 5 
From her gr eat "nai owns _ Sn " 
Fogel -iaghaont eigtl D154) 3 
| Theſs ſeenes 159 bet, he 0 1 my mind | 
. Of all the ſtorms and quick fands I muſt find 
If Tembark upon this ſimmer ch} EO 950 2 
Where Flattery fino 6ths Latid Pleaſure gilds the v way.” 
Had our ill fate ne er bl6wHd 4 thy dangerous Hame | 
Beyond the limits © Fa friend's cold name. 88 
I might upon that ſcore thy heart's receive, ore 
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And with that guittkeß name, my "own deceive. 
That commerce now in vain you recommend, 
I dread the latent lover, in the friend: 

Of ignorance, F-wanit the poor excuſe, 

And know, I both mult take, or both refuſe. 
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O H! form d alike to ſerve us and to pleaſe; 
Polite with honeſty, and learn' d with eaſe; 
With heart to act, with genius to retire; 
Open. yet v iſe; though gentle, full of fire; 
With thee, I ſcorn the low conſtraint of art, 
Nor fear to truſt the follics of my heart: 


Hear then from what a long deſpair . = 


Ie choſe the e coldeſt e my | „lm to 1 


And cure her ſex's weakneſs, 3 its . 


. prudence, which I taught, I ill purſu d: 


: The charm * reaſon broke, my heart renew d 
five to her feet came. 
ion by my ſhame; 


= Andy too well my 


= © 


Began with higher views, her tho 
And ſcorn'd:the cee >| bn 
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She let each little lie, oer truth prevail, | 
And ſtrengthen! d by her faith. each grounds 227 ; 
a Believ d the groſſeſt arts, that malice try'd, 


Nor once in thought, was on her lover's ſide: 


Ooh! where were then the ſcenes of fancied life! 


Ohl where the friend, the miſtreſs, and the wife! 
Her years of promis d love were quickly paſt, 


Not two revolving moons could ſee: them 1 1 


To Stowe's delightful ſcenes I now repair, 


In Cobham 8 ſmile to loſe the gloom of care; | 


Nor fear, that he my weakneſs ſhould dei, 


In nature learned, and humanely wiſe. | 
There Pitt, in manner ſoft, in friendſhip warm, 


With mild advice, my liſtening grief ſhall chm. 
With ſenſe to counſel, and with wit to pleaſe, w- 
A Roman's virtue, with #courtier's caſe. | 


Nor you, my friend, whoſe heart'is ſtill at reſt, 
Contemn the human weakneſs of! my breaſt; 
Reaſon may chide the fault: ſhe cannot cur. 


-J 1171 wy 
And pains, which long we ſcorn'd, we oft endure; 
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No labour d ſcenes to-night adorn Our ſtage; 
Lillo's plain ſenſe would here the heart engage: 
He knew no art, no rule, but warmly thou * 
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